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By way of introduction, my wife, Heather Tuck, and I are the developers of the 
Highland Park 14-house residential development in Killin and now full-time residents 
on the development. 

The fourteen homes were conceived & designed and are being sold as primary and 
second residences and holiday homes. Our marketing is directed primarily to retirees 
or ‘soon to be retirees’, to people seeking a ‘bolt hole in the country’ and to those 
wishing to augment their incomes through ownership of holiday let properties. We 
have made a substantial personal investment in the construction of the development 
over the past two years and are just now beginning to bring completed homes onto 
the market (with all homes to be completed by the summer of this year.)  

John Swinney’s announcement of the SNP’s proposed Additional Homes 
Supplement to LBTT Rates has caused us significant concerns. We believe it to be 
exceptionally ill-conceived due to its extremely negative impact on small developers, 
tourism in the rural areas of Scotland and, particularly, retirees or soon-to-be retirees 
who wish to lock-in their future retirement homes prior to moving out of their existing 
homes and/or as a means of supplementing limited retirement funds. In the price 
range of our homes at about £250,000, the Supplement effectively quadruples the 
tax having to be paid to the government at close of sale (that is, from approximately 
£2,000 to over £9,000). At this point, our marketing and potential sales already have 
been seriously compromised by the Mr Swinney’s announcement. 

Within our immediate area, which encompasses parts of Perthshire and Stirlingshire 
in the vicinity of Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park, the scope and 
availability of holiday let properties have been major contributors to the economic 
viability of local businesses and communities. Obviously, any hopes or plans to 
expand tourism within these communities can be achieved only if available 
accommodation keeps pace with those aspirations. The Proposed Supplement will 
be a serious detriment to outside investment in holiday let properties by individuals, 
which I suggest represent the majority of holiday let property owners. Very few of 
these individual investors are ‘fat cats’ that can easily or should prop up the 
government’s finances. The increase in tax payments to be imposed on purchasers 
of low to medium priced properties is certainly disproportionately high and places an 
unfair burden on middle income families and retirees seeking a second home, for 
whatever purpose. 



We strongly request that you not support the proposed Supplement or, at least, not 
in its current form. 

Best Regards, 

Bill Tuck 

Director & Secretary 

A&H Developments (Killin) Ltd 

Highland Park Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


